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The i n t e r i o r  of L i t t l e  England con ta ins  some of the  f i n e s t  c o l o n i a l  
panel ing i n  Vi rg in i a .  The f u l l y  paneled drawing room f e a t u r e s  a  chimneypie e m  
c o n s i s t i n g  of  a  f u l l  Doric e n t a b l a t u r e  supported on f l u t e d  Doric p i l a s t e r s  
s e t  on the mantel s h e l f .  The r e s t  of the p r i n c i p a l  rooms a r e  h a l f  paneled, I 
but  have f u l l y  paneled f i r e p l a c e  wa l l s .  The c e n t e r  of  t h e  house is  occupied .-. 

O S S C R i B E  THE P R E S E N T  A N D  O R i G I N A L f l f P n O W n J  P M Y S i C A i  A P P E A R A N C E  

I L i t t l e  England s tands  a t  the  end of a  narrow po in t  of  land bounded on the  
no r th  by S a r a ' s  Creek, and on the  south  by the  York River.  The main house 
i s  approached from t h e  e a s t  by a  long a x i a l  avenue, p a r t  of which has  been 
incorporated i n t o  a  county road. The house i t s e l f  is a  f i n e l y  proport ioned,  
two-and-a-half s t o r y ,  s i n g l e - p i l e  Georgian mansion with two i n t e r i o r  end 
chimileys. Although t h e  house i s  f i v e  bays long, the land f r o n t  has only  
th ree  dormers i n  the  gable  roo f ,  whi le  t h e  r i v e r  f r o n t  has  f i v e .  A t  the  
base of t h e  roof i s  a  modillioned co rn ice .  The academical ly t r e a t e d  
br ic lwork  i s  of s u p e r i o r  q u a l i t y ,  f e a t u r i n g  Flemish bond throughout wi th  
only widely s c a t t e r e d  glazed headers .  A 1 1  openings are topped by rubbed 
and gauged splayed arches .  The second f l o o r  l e v e l  is  ind ica t ed  by a rubbed 
b e l t  course .  The two-course water  t a b l e  c o n s i s t s  of  a  cove above a t o rus  

I 

by a spacious s t a i r h a l l  with a  c l a s s i c  Georgian s t a i r c a s e  t h a t  ascends t o  
t h i r d  f l o o r .  It  i s  i n t e r e s t i n g  t o  note  t h a t  p r i o r  t o  the  a q u i s i t i o n  of  the 
house by the p resen t  owners, t h e  i n t e r i o r  had not been pa in ted  s i n c e  the  
e igh teen th  cen tu ry ,  and the  o r i g i n a l  c o l o r s  were we l l  preserved.  These 
co lo r s  were c a r e f u l l y  copied by Colonial  Williamsburg Inc. ,  and were used 
ex tens ive ly  i n  the  Williamsburg r e s t o r a t i o n .  Although t h e  p a i n t  has been 
renewed on the  i n t e r i o r  of  L i t t l e  England, the o r i g i n a l  c o l o r  scheme has 
been r e t a ined .  

  it tie England stood i n  poor,  but  l i t t l e  a l t e r e d  cond i t ion  u n t i l  1939 when 
i t  was c a r e f u l l y  r e s to red  by t h e  p resen t  owners. The a r c h i t e c t  of  the  
r e s t o r a t i o n  was Charles Wil l ing  of  Phi lade lphia ,  and the  c o n t r a c t o r s  were 
Claiborne and Taylor of  Richmond. A t  t h e  time of t h e  r e s t o r a t i o n  a  one- 
s t o r y  frame wing i n  the c e n t e r  of t h e  land f r o n t  was moved t o  t h e  no r th  
end of the house and converted i n t o  a  modern k i tchen .  I t  is  s a i d  t h a t  
t h i s  wing was formerly a  f r ee - s t and ing  la te -seventeenth-century  house 
o r i g i n a l l y  loca ted  near  the family graveyard. I n  1954 the  f i rm of  Cla iborn?  
and Taylor supervised  t h e  a d d i t i o n  of a  one-and-a-half frame wing t o  the  
south end of t h e  house. Although t a s t e f u l l y  designed,  t h i s  wing was 
c a r e f u l l y  screened by p l a n t i n g  s o  t h a t  i t  does not  d e t r a c t  from the  main 
p a r t  of the house. Since 1939, L i t t l e  England's s e t t i n g  has been enhanced 
by handsome landscaping and by the  l ay ing  out  of ex tens ive  formal gardens. 
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Thomas T. Waterman a t t r i b u t e s  "Sara ' s  Creek House (now known a s  " L i t t l e  
England)" t o  t h e  Virginia-born a r c h i t e c t ,  John A r i s s .  The house probably 
d a t e s  from the  l a t t e r - h a l f  of  the e igh teen th  century  al though t h e r e  i s  a 

I t r a d i t i o n  t h a t  i t  was b u i l t  e a r l i e r .  
I 
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L i t t l e  England su rv ives  a s  one of V i r g i n i a ' s  l e a s t  a l t e r e d  and b e s t  
preserved c o l o n i a l  p l a n t a t i o n  houses. Its form, brickwork and i n t e r i o r  

j panel ing  a r e  c l a s s i c  examples of mid-Georgian des ign  and craf tsmanship.  

! 

S T A T E M E N T  O F  S I G N I F I C A N C E  

The P e r r i n  g r a n t  a t  Sarah ' s  Creek, Gloucester  County, was dated Apr i l  1651. 
This four-hundred a c r e  t r a c t  was awarded t o  John P e r r i n  f o r  t r anspor t ing  
i n t o  t h e  colony, a t  h i s  own expense, e i g h t  persons-- including t h r e e  Negroes 
The p l a n t a t i o n  and family appa ren t ly  prospered from an e a r l y  d a t e :  by the  
e igh teen th  century ,  Pe r r ins  'occas ional ly  s a t  on the  County Court o r  he ld  
o t h e r  prominent o f f i c e s .  In  1747 ,  John Pe r r in  deeded t o  h i s  son,  John, Jr. 
one "half  p a r t  of  every Sea Vessel which I am now possessed of and 22 
negroes" . 
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U I Unlike rany  another  Tidewater family, the Pe r r ins  continued prosperous 
3 fol lowing the  War f o r  Independence. I n  1790, John P e r r i n  purchased t h r e e  
u hundred a c r e s ,  adding t h i s  land t o  an e s t a t e  which had included 1300 a c r e s ,  
- 
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64 Negroes, 33 head of c a t t l e ,  and n ine  ho r ses ,  a t  the  time of  the t a x  
enumeration i n  1782.  The observa t ion  of a n  l a t e -n ine teen th -cen tu ry  v i s i t e r  

1 i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  t h e  house, a t  l e a s t ,  continued t o  f a r e  we l l :  

" in  Gloucester  county, a t  the  mouth of  t h e  York r i v e r ,  opposite-- 
Yorktown, the  o l d  Pe r r in  Mansion i s  s t i l l  s t and ing  i n  good condi t ion .  

iii ,' , 5 ,- It: i s . , t h e  s t y l e  of a r c h i t e c t u r e  s o u s u a l  i n  Virg in ia  du r ing  t h e  - 1 ' 

r e i g n s  of t h e  Georges, a  l a r g e  b r i c k  bu i ld ing .  two s t o r i e s  h igh ,  and 
u I  four  rooms on each f l o o r ,  wainscoted and 'pane l l ed .  The house i s  i n  

f u l l  view of Yorktown, a t  the mouth of  Sa rah ' s  Creek, on the  e a s t  . - 
i s i d e  of  Gloucester  Point!',. , 5 .  
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